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James Simons alumni return to

James Simons Montessori School inSD i re Stu dents

Gerrita Postlewait, Ed.D. Charleston, SC - On Thursday June 17, 2021, James Simons Montessori
Superintendent of Schools School hosted its 5th Annual Eighth Grade Promotion Ceremony. This year's
Karolyn Belcher event included nine honored guests that personify the bonds and

Chief Academic Officer relationships created at James Simons.

Michelle Simmons . . . .
Associate Superintendent, While James Simons has been in existence for 101 years (the school

Elementary Learning Community celebrated its centennial last year), the middle school program is only in its
sixth year. The Montessori model at the adolescent level combines seventh
and eighth grade in the same classroom. So now, if students attend James
Simons from start to finish, they could be there for close to a decade (PrekK3
to 8th grade). This was the case for both of the speakers at this year’s event,
Anareia Coe and Jalen Brown-Singleton. Anareia and Jalen reflected on being
a part of the program since their primary years and the ways in which their
teachers and classmates have become part of their school family.

Chris Ryan
Principal

More proof of this “family mentality” were nine seniors from the first-ever
middle school class at James Simons returning to campus, dressed in their
caps and gowns. Zaire Brooks, Madison Brown, Shanya Goodwin, Malachi
Graham, Malek Graham, Ashia Moore, and Salicae Wright represented Burke
High School, and Makayla Gary and Starlyn White attended Summerville High
School. These graduates were honored at the promotion ceremony where the
future class was told that they will be in this position four years from now.

Those completing their time at James Simons this year were also asked to
reflect on what their biographies will read and sound like. Then the alumni
walked down the halls to the Pomp and Circumstance Graduation March and
were met with cheers and applause from students and staff throughout the
school. Younger scholars made posters and danced along to the graduation
march, while the graduating seniors connected with their former teachers and
enjoyed being honored by their alma mater. It was a special experience for
everyone involved and reminded those in attendance that James Simons will
always be home for so many who enter its doors.
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About the Charleston County School District

Charleston County School District (CCSD) is a nationally-accredited school district that is committed to providing
equitable and quality educational opportunities for all of its students. CCSD is the second-largest school system in
South Carolina and represents a unique blend of urban, suburban, and rural schools spanning 1,300 square miles
along the coast. CCSD serves more than 50,000 students in 87 schools and specialized programs.

CCSD offers a diverse, expanding portfolio of options and specialized programs, delivered through neighborhood,
magnet, IB (international baccalaureate), Montessori, and charter schools. Options include programs in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM); music and other creative and performing arts; career and
technical preparation programs; and military.



